
 

 

LIGHTNING AND INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY 

 

Philosophy  

 

THE SAFETY OF HUMAN LIFE SUPERCEDES ALL OTHER CONCERNS. The Department 

of Intercollegiate Athletics at Stetson University believes that the safety of student-athletes and 

members of the coaching staff is of the utmost importance. Lightning and severe weather bring 

unique hazards to sporting events and endanger physically active people as well as spectators. 

“Millions of lightning flashes strike the ground annually in the United States, causing nearly 100 

deaths and 400 injuries.” (NATA Position Statement: Lightning Safety, 2000) The majority of 

these lightning casualties occur between May and September and between 10am and 7pm, 

coinciding with common hours of athletic participation.  

 

The guidelines to be used to determine game suspension are those identified by the NCAA and 

the Stetson University Athletic Department.   

 

Lightning 

 

Guidelines to be used for the determination of game suspension are those identified by the 

NCAA and the Stetson Athletic Department: 

 

- Schneider Electric WeatherSentry Online® (WxSentry), which provides information on 

weather-related risks, real-time/location based lightning information, will be used as the 

primary system for suspending and/or terminating athletic practices or games 

- ATs/Administrators will receive text messages from “Weather Sentry” when lightning 

has been detected within 20 miles (Advisory), 12 miles (Caution), and 8 miles (Warning) 

- When lightning is detected within 12-20 miles of the site, Coaches and Administrators 

will be informed of the approaching storm with potential for lightning 

- When lightning is detected within 8 miles of the site, participation must be suspended 

and the playing field must be evacuated to the designated safe location 

- Return to the field will be allowed 30 minutes following the last strike within 8 miles, 

which will be accompanied by a text message “All Clear”.  If lightning occurs any time 

within 8 miles after the 30 minute countdown has begun, the time automatically starts 

over 

 

- Thor Guard Lightning Detection System (Thor Guard), an electronic system that indicates 

lightning is within a striking distance, may be used as a back-up system for suspending 

and/or terminating athletic practices or games. (Exceptions: Melching Field at Conrad Park, 

Spec Martin Stadium or any event that is farther than 2.0 miles from the Athletic Training 

Center) 

- Thor Guard will sound one long alarm when lightning is within striking distance. 

Activity must be suspended and/or terminated and the playing field must be evacuated 

- Participants, staff, and spectators must seek appropriate shelter as designated by the 

Director of Operations or Game Administrator 



- When lightning is no longer within striking distance, Thor Guard will sound a series of 3 

alarms, indicating that it is safe to return to activity 

 

- SkyScan P5 Portable Lightning Detector, a hand-held instrument with an electronic system 

to detect the presence of lightning/thunderstorm activity, will be used as a back-up system 

for suspending and/or terminating athletic practices or games 

- SkyScan is capable of detecting the presence of lightning/thunderstorms in multiple 

ranges: 

- 20-40 Miles (Advisory) 

- 8-20 Miles (Caution) 

- 3-8 and 0-3 Miles (Warning) 

- When lightning is detected within the 20-40 miles range, Coaches and Administrators 

will be informed of the approaching storm with potential for lightning 

- When lightning is detected within 0-8 mile range, participation must be suspended and 

the playing field must be evacuated to the designated safe location 

- Return to the field will be allowed 30 minutes following the last strike within the 3-8 mile 

range.  If lightning occurs any time within 8 miles after the 30 minute countdown has 

begun, the time automatically starts over 

 

- Flash/Bang Method.  If for any reason, all other methods of lightning detection are not 

functional or not available, the “Flash/Bang” method will be utilized.  Use the method as 

follows: 

1. As soon as the “flash” of lightning is seen, count the seconds until the “bang” of thunder 

is heard 

2. Divide the “flash/bang” by five (5) to obtain (in miles) the distance the lightning has 

occurred 

- If there is an interval of 60 seconds or less between the flash of lightning and the 

thunder (storm within 12 mile range), Coaches and Administrators will be informed 

of the potential for suspension due to lightning and thunderstorms 

- If there is an interval of 30-40 seconds or less between the flash of lightning and 

the thunder (storm within 6-8 mile range) the game will be suspended and the 

playing field must be evacuated to the designated safe location.  It does not have to 

be raining 

3. Return to the field will be allowed 30 minutes following the last lightning strike with a 

“flash/bang” count less than 30-40 seconds.  If lightning with a “flash/bang” count less 

than 30-40 seconds occurs after the 30 minute countdown has begun, the time 

automatically starts over 

 

Contact Numbers 

Stetson University Public Safety 386-822-7300  

 

Declared “Safe Area” Guidelines:  
- Any fully enclosed, substantial building; ideally with plumbing, electrical wiring, and 

telephone service, all of which aid in grounding the building  

- A fully enclosed metal vehicle (not a convertible) with the windows completely closed  



- Cellular or cordless telephones should be used inside the safe area for summoning help 

during a thunderstorm 

 

Declared “Un-safe Area” Guidelines:  

- Small or non-fully enclosed structures, such as storage sheds, picnic shelters, and baseball, 

lacrosse, soccer and softball dugouts and open batting cages should be avoided during severe 

weather and lightning 

- Convertible vehicles and golf carts do not provide adequate protection from a lightning strike 

and should be avoided 

- Locker-room shower areas, indoor and outdoor swimming pools, whirlpools, and land-line 

telephones are also unsafe due to possible contact with current carrying conduction 

 

If no “Safe Area” is Available:  

- Find a thick of small trees surrounded by taller trees, or a dry ditch  

- Stay away from the tallest trees or objects (light poles, flag poles, etc), any metal objects 

(bleachers, storage sheds, and fences), individual trees, standing pools of water, and open 

fields 

- Assume a crouched position on the ground with only the balls of your feet in contact with the 

ground, head lowered, and cover your ears 

- DO NOT LIE FLAT!  

- A person who feels his/her hair stand on end or skin tingle should immediately assume the 

position described above  

 

Pre-Hospital Care of Lightning Strike Victims  

 

In case of a lightning strike to a Stetson University student-athlete, member of the coaching or 

Sports Medicine staff, or a visitor to campus, the emergency action plan as written for the 

designated area should be followed as previously outlined.  

 

SPECIFIC SPORTS/EVENTS (DUTIES, PROCEDURES, AND POLICIES) 

 

Baseball: Game Suspension for Electrical Storms 

- The supervising AT of the home team will apprise the visiting team’s staff of the electrical 

storm protocol during the pre-game period when ground rules are discussed. 

- The Game Operations personnel and supervising AT of the home team, in consultation with 

the Umpire Crew Chief, will make the decision to suspend or delay the game. 

- When the decision to suspend play has been made, the Game Operations personnel will 

inform the public address announcer to inform the fans. 

- The home team accompanied by their coaches will go directly to the home team locker room 

and remain there until notification has been given to resume or cancel further play.  The 

Game Operations personnel will remain in communication with the Umpire Crew Chief and 

will assist in the decision to resume or cancel play. 

- The visiting team, accompanied by their coaching staff, will immediately report to the 

visitor’s locker room or team bus until the decision to resume or cancel play has been made. 

- If the decision is made to cancel further play, the head coaches are responsible for the safe 

departure of their teams and staff. 



- The Sports Medicine Staff will seek shelter in the Sports Medicine area. 

- The SID is responsible for the safety of his/her staff and student workers. 

- The Game Operations personnel is responsible for the safety of their staff and encouraging 

and directing spectators to safe areas within the grandstands or personal vehicles. 

 

Crew: Regattas or Practices Suspension for Electric Storms 

- Prior to the start of the regatta the supervising AT and/or Head Coach will introduce 

him/herself to the match officials to apprise him/her of the Athletic Department protocol for 

electrical storms. 

- The supervising AT of the home team will apprise the visiting teams of the electrical storm 

protocol during the pre-regatta period where race rules are discussed. 

- The supervising athletic trainer and Head Coach in consultation with the course officials will 

make the decision to suspend or delay the race. 

- When the decision to suspend the race has been made, the supervising AT will assist the 

game officials with announcing the race delay. The appropriate course warning system will 

be utilized.   

- The home team, under the direction of the Head Coach, will go to designated building or 

team van or personal cars. The Head Coach will remain with the team and is responsible for 

team supervision during the delay. The Coach will be in communication with the officials 

and supervising AT via cell phone. 

- The visiting teams will go to the designated building, team bus, or van. Either the supervising 

AT or Head Coach will stay in communication with officials during this delay.   

- Teams will remain in the buildings/vehicles until the Head Official and/or supervising AT 

inform them that the race is resuming or has been cancelled. 

- The Head Official, Course Supervisor, Head Coach and/or supervising AT are responsible 

for the decision to either cancel the race or resume racing. If the decision is made to suspend 

or terminate the race, the Head Coaches are responsible for the safe exit of their players from 

the area. The staff member with the visiting team will assist the visiting team’s Head Coach 

if they need to notify their transportation service to pick them up at the race site or nearby. 

- The Sports Medicine Staff will seek safety in their van or in designated building. 

- The SID is responsible for their students and staff covering the race. 

- The Head Coach is responsible for the safety of the race management staff and officials. 

- The Head Coach is responsible for all decision making for suspension of practices and 

conditioning. The Head Coach will utilize the SkyScan and “Flash/Bang” for determining the 

presence of lightning during practice. 

 

Golf: Match or Practice Suspension for Electrical Storms 

- Prior to the start of the round of golf the supervising AT and/or Head Coach will introduce 

him/herself to the match officials to apprise him/her of the Athletic Department protocol for 

electrical storms. 

- The Course Supervisor of the host course will apprise the visiting teams of the electrical 

storm protocol during the pre-tournament period where rules are discussed. 

- The supervising AT and/or Head Coach in consultation with the course officials will make 

the decision to suspend play.  



- When the decision to suspend play has been made the Course Supervisor will assist the 

tournament officials with announcing the delay. The appropriate course warning system will 

be utilized.   

- The home team, under the direction of the Head Coach, will go to the club house or team van 

or personal cars.  The Head Coach will remain with the team and is responsible for team 

supervision during the delay. The Coach will be in communication with the officials and 

Course Supervisor via cell phone. 

- The visiting teams will go to the club house, team bus, or van.  Either the Course Supervisor 

or Head Coach will stay in communication with officials during this delay.   

- Teams will remain in the buildings/vehicles until the Course Supervisor and/or Head Coach 

informs them that play is resuming or has been cancelled. 

- The Head Official, Course Supervisor, Head Coach and the supervising AT are responsible 

for the decision to either cancel or resume the round. If the decision is made to suspend or 

terminate the round, the Head Coaches are responsible for the safe exit of their players from 

the area.   

- The Sports Medicine Staff will seek safety in their vehicle or in the club house. 

- The SID is responsible for their students and staff covering the round. 

- The Head Coach is responsible for the safety of the tournament management staff and 

officials. 

 

Cross Country: Race or Practice Suspension for Electrical Storms 

- Prior to the start of the race the Game Operations personnel and/or Head Coach will 

introduce him/herself to the race officials to apprise him/her of the Athletic Department 

protocol for electrical storms. 

- The Game Operations personnel and supervising AT in consultation with the race officials 

will make the decision to suspend or delay the race. 

- When the decision to suspend the race has been made, the Game Operations personnel will 

assist the game officials with announcing the race delay. 

- The home team, under the direction of the Head Coach, will go to the designated safe 

locations or their personal cars/vans. The Head Coach will remain with the team and is 

responsible for team supervision during the delay.  The Head Coach will be in 

communication with the race officials and Game Operations personnel via cell phone. 

- The visiting teams will go to their team bus, van or the designated safe locations. Either the 

Game Operations personnel or Head Coach will stay in communication with officials during 

this delay.   

- Teams will remain in the buildings/vehicles until the Head Official and/or Game Operations 

personnel informs them that racing is resuming or has been cancelled. 

- The Head Referee, Game Operations personnel and supervising AT are responsible for the 

decision to either cancel the race or resume racing. If the decision is made to suspend or 

terminate the race, the Head Coaches are responsible for the safe exit of their players from 

the area. The staff member with the visiting team will assist the visiting team’s Head Coach 

if they need to notify their transportation service to pick them up at the race site or nearby. 

- The Head Coach is responsible for all decision making for suspension of practices and 

conditioning. The Head Coach will utilize the SkyScan and “Flash/Bang” for determining the 

presence of lightning. 

- The Sports Medicine Staff will seek safety in the designated safe vehicle. 



- The SID is responsible for their students and staff covering the race. 

- The Game Operations personnel is responsible for the safety of the game management staff 

and officials. 

 

Soccer/Lacrosse: Match Suspension for Electrical Storms 

- The supervising AT of the home team will apprise the visiting team’s staff of the electrical 

storm protocol during the pre-game period when ground rules are discussed. 

- The Game Operations personnel and supervising AT in consultation with the Head Referee 

will make the decision to suspend play or delay the game. 

- When the decision to suspend play has been made, the Game Operations personnel will 

inform the public address announcer to announce the game delay. 

- The home team, under the direction of the Head Coach, will go to the Athletics Training 

Center. The Head Coach will remain with the team and is responsible for team supervision 

during the delay. The Head Coach will be in communication with the officials and Game 

Operations personnel via cell phone. 

- The visiting team will go to their team bus or will be accompanied to the Athletic Training 

Center lobby to stay in communication with officials and the Game Operations personnel. 

- Teams will remain in the buildings until the Head Referee and/or Game Operations personnel 

inform them that play is resuming or has been cancelled. 

- The Head Referee, supervising AT, and the Game Operations personnel are responsible for 

the decision to either cancel the match or resume playing. If the decision is made to suspend 

or terminate the match, the Head Coaches are responsible for the safe exit of their players 

from the area. The staff member with the visiting team will assist the visiting team’s Head 

Coach if they need to notify their transportation service to pick them up. 

- The Sports Medicine Staff will seek safety in the Athletic Training Room. 

- The SID is responsible for their students and staff covering the game. 

- The Game Operations personnel is responsible for the safety of the game management staff. 

 

Softball: Game Suspension for Electrical Storms 

- The supervising AT of the home team will apprise the visiting team’s staff of the electrical 

storm protocol during the pre-game period when ground rules are discussed. 

- The Game Operations personnel and supervising AT of the home team, in consultation with 

the Umpire Crew Chief, will make the decision to suspend or delay the game. 

- When the decision to suspend play has been made, the Game Operations personnel will 

inform the public address announcer to inform the fans. 

- The home team accompanied by their coaches will go directly to the home team locker room 

and remain there until notification has been given to resume or cancel further play. The 

Game Operations personnel and supervising AT will remain in communication with the 

Umpire Crew Chief and will assist in the decision to resume or cancel play. 

- The visiting team, accompanied by their coaching staff, will immediately report to the team 

bus until the decision to resume or cancel play has been made. 

- If the decision is made to cancel further play, the head coaches are responsible for the safe 

departure of their teams and staff. 

- The Sports Medicine Staff will seek shelter in the Sports Medicine area. 

- The SID is responsible for the safety of his/her staff and student workers. 



- The Game Operations personnel is responsible for the safety of their staff and encouraging 

and directing spectators to safe areas within the grandstands or personal vehicles. 

 

Tennis:  Match Suspension for Electrical Storms 

- Prior to the start of the match the supervising AT will introduce him/herself to the Head 

Referee and visiting team Head Coach to apprise him/her of the Athletic Department 

protocol for electrical storms. 

- The supervising AT in consultation with the Head Referee will make the decision to suspend 

or delay the match. 

- When the decision to suspend play has been reached, the supervising AT will announce the 

decision via Head Referee. 

- The home team, accompanied by the Head Coach will go directly to the Mandy Stoll Tennis 

Building locker room. The Head Coach is responsible for team supervision during the delay.  

The coach will be in communication with the Head Referee and the supervising AT via cell 

phone.   

- The visiting team will report to the Mandy Stoll Tennis Building reception area accompanied 

by their Head Coach and a Stetson staff member with a cell phone and will remain in 

communication with the supervising AT.    

- Teams will remain in the building until the Head Referee or the supervising AT informs them 

that play is resuming, has been cancelled or postponed. 

- The Head Referee in conjunction with the supervising AT and Head Coaches are responsible 

for the final decision to cancel the match, postpone play for a later time, or resume play. If 

the decision is made to suspend the match, the Head Coaches are responsible for the safe exit 

of their team from the area. A Stetson staff member will assist the visitors in notifying their 

transportation that playing time has been altered. 

- The Sports Medicine Staff is responsible for their staff seeking safe shelter. 

- The SID is responsible for the safety of their students and staff covering the match. 

 

Beach Volleyball:  Match Suspension for Electrical Storms 

- The supervising AT of the home team will apprise the visiting team’s staff of the electrical 

storm protocol during the pre-game period when ground rules are discussed. 

- The Game Operations personnel and supervising AT in consultation with the Head Referee 

will make the decision to suspend play or delay the game. 

- When the decision to suspend play has been made, the Game Operations personnel will 

inform the public address announcer to announce the game delay. 

- The home team, under the direction of the Head Coach, will go to the Cooper Beach 

Volleyball locker room. The Head Coach will remain with the team and is responsible for 

team supervision during the delay. The Head Coach will be in communication with the 

officials and Game Operations personnel via cell phone. 

- The visiting team will go to their team bus or will be accompanied to the Athletic Training 

Center lobby to stay in communication with officials and the Game Operations personnel. 

- Teams will remain in the buildings until the Head Referee and/or Game Operations personnel 

inform them that play is resuming or has been cancelled. 

- The Head Referee, supervising AT, and the Game Operations personnel are responsible for 

the decision to either cancel the match or resume playing. If the decision is made to suspend 

or terminate the match, the Head Coaches are responsible for the safe exit of their players 



from the area. The staff member with the visiting team will assist the visiting team’s Head 

Coach if they need to notify their transportation service to pick them up. 

- The Sports Medicine Staff will seek safety in the Athletic Training Room. 

- The SID is responsible for their students and staff covering the game. 

- The Game Operations personnel is responsible for the safety of the game management staff. 

 

Football: Game Suspension for Electrical Storms 

- The Game Operations personnel and Director of Sports Medicine or his staff representative, 

in consultation with the Director of Athletics, will make the decision to suspend or delay the 

game. 

- When the decision to suspend play has been made, the Game Operations personnel will 

inform the public address announcer to inform the fans. 

- The home team accompanied by their coaches will go directly to the home team locker room 

and remain there until notification has been given to resume or cancel further play. The 

Director of Athletics will remain in communication with the Umpire Crew Chief, Game 

Operations personnel, and the Director of Sports Medicine to assist in the decision to resume 

or cancel play. 

- The visiting team, accompanied by their coaching staff, will immediately report to the 

visitor’s locker room until the decision to resume or cancel play has been made. 

- If the decision is made to cancel further play, the head coaches are responsible for the safe 

departure of their teams and staff. 

- The Sports Medicine Staff will seek shelter in the Sports Medicine area. 

- Fans will be instructed to report to their cars for safe haven due to the limited indoor space of 

Spec Martin Stadium. Staff members and boosters located in the press box tower should 

remain in this area. 

- The SID is responsible for their students and staff covering the game. 

- The Game Operations personnel is responsible for the safety of the game management staff. 

 

Designated Safe Areas for each Venue 

- Melching Field – Locker Rooms, Athletic Training Room, Team Bus 

- Crew – Vehicles 

- Athletic Training Center – Locker Rooms, Athletic Training Room, Team Bus 

- Patricia Wilson Field – Locker Room, Field House, Team Bus 

- Mandy Stoll Tennis Complex – Tennis House, Vehicles 

- Cooper Beach Volleyball Courts – Locker Room, Athletic Training Center, Team Bus 

- Spec Martin Stadium – Locker Rooms, Athletic Training Room, Team Bus 
 


